The Banner
We are a sharing, loving fellowship of Christian believers, rooted in biblical faith, that actively seeks and celebrates
God. We desire to praise, love and serve with all our hearts in our faith community and to reach out to our neighbors,
continuing the work of Jesus peacefully, simply, together.
In God we find the source of all our joy. Hallelujah!
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From Our Pastor…
It’s good to be back, Pomona Fellowship! After 13 weeks of
maternity leave, I have been transitioning back to pastoral
ministry since my first day back in the office on Monday, October
18. What a rollercoaster it has been. On the one hand, while I am
at the office, I really miss my little buddy Leo and all the snuggles,
stroller rides, and smiles we shared each day.
On the other hand, I know that God has called Pomona
Fellowship to continue our work as the Church and I am excited
to resume our shared ministry and discernment. It will be an
adjustment as I learn how to be both your pastor and Leo’s mama,
balancing my time and my energy of both of these callings, and I
am grateful for your patience and grace as we learn together.
Because after all, you’ll be learning too… I am the first pastor to
come back from maternity leave that you have ever had!
I also want to express my deep thanks for your generosity: both
in terms of the many delicious meals that were prepared and
delivered to our home, and in terms of respecting the intention and boundaries of my maternity leave.
While I missed each of you during my leave, I felt very supported and respected as I was able to set aside
the emotional and mental energy of pastoral ministry for a few months. Thank you!
I will leave you with the patron verse of parenthood that Jason and I have been living into these last
few months (from the King James Version and admittedly taken out of context but worth a chuckle
nonetheless)…
“We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed.” -1 Corinthians 15:51
Grace & Peace,
Pastor Lauren

…those limited or confined
for health reasons: Cathy
Banks, Faith Eikenberry,
Marcheta Pletcher.
We also uphold these
members, friends and family
members
of
our
congregation who have prayer concerns:
Judy Brooks
Bill Lemon
Rochelle Lovelace
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Yvonne Belcher
Lauren Cohen
Crystal Cook
Richard Hart
John Short
Bruce Hemsworth
Heather Brasil
Judy Lotton

District Prayer Calendar – November

ANNIVERSARIES
Nov. 7
Nov. 14
Nov. 21

Nov. 28

District Conference which meets
November 12-13
For those called into leadership for
PSWD for 2022
Enter with the password: “Thank you!”
Make yourselves at home, talking praise.
Thank God. Worship God. - Psalm 100:4
(The Message)
As Advent begins, may we prepare to
welcome the Christ child

PFCOB STEWARDSHIP INFORMATION
Through September 2021
2021 Annual Budget

$220,891.00

Giving ’21
Interest & Other Income ’21
Total Budget Income thru Sept.
Total Budget Expense thru Sept.
Plus Budget overage from 2020
Budget Balance thru September

$69,986.71
$23,603.07
$93,589.78
$(123,610.00)
$4,224.32
$(25,795.90)

September Special Non-Budget Offerings
Capital Fund
Inland Valley Hope Partners Beta

$25.00
$125.00
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George & Jan Spicer
1968
Bruce & Bobbi Hemsworth 1981
Don & Sharon Overholser 2004
John & Karen Stewart
1990
Frank & Shirley Ness
1985

November Worship Schedule
As a reminder that we are rotating between in-person
and Zoom worship, here is the schedule for
upcoming worships: (1st & 3rd in person, 2nd, 4th,
& 5th over Zoom)
DON’T FORGET TO CHANGE YOUR
CLOCKS ON SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 6
November 7, in-person at St. Paul’s
November 14, ZOOM worship, followed by
Congregational Business Meeting
November 21, in-person at St. Paul’s
November 28, ZOOM worship
If you have any questions, please call Acia in the
office.
Every Tuesday at 7:30 p.m., Bible Study over
Google Meet. Contact Sander Eller for details.

Upcoming Meetings over Zoom
Deacons, Sunday, November 7, after
in-person worship
Stewards, Tuesday, November 2, 6:30 p.m.
Service & Outreach, Wednesday, November 10,
10:00 a.m.
Congregational Business Meeting, Sunday,
November 14, following Zoom worship
Music & Worship, Thursday, November 18,
11:00 a.m.
Executive Committee, Thursday, December 2,
6:30 p.m.
Church Board, Thursday, December 9, 6:30 p.m.

FROM SERVICE AND OUTREACH
Thank you for your continued response in our
effort to support the local food bank. Our food
emphasis for November is Food for the
Feast. As always, staple items are always
needed and welcome.

Banner articles are due on November 20
Our giving emphasis for November is
Walk for the Hungry.
The Banner is published by the
Pomona Fellowship Church of the Brethren
Office address: 363 S. Park Avenue, Suite #202
Pomona, CA 91766
(909) 629-2548
Email: Office@MyPomonaChurch.org
Website: MyPomonaChurch.org
Services & Activities
Sunday Worship
Sunday, 10:00 a.m.
(1st & 3rd in-person
2nd, 4th & 5th over Zoom)
Bible Study over Google Meet
Tuesday, 7:30 p.m.
Rev. Lauren Seganos Cohen
Janet Short
Acia Jernigan

Pastor
Moderator
Admin. Assistant

The Banner is published once a month. Articles and announcements
to appear in the next issue of the Banner are due in the church office
by the 20th of each month.

Help shape the future of the Church!
Each member of the Church of the Brethren is invited
to recommend possible nominees for ModeratorElect and several other open positions for the 2022
Annual Conference ballot.
For more information and to nominate someone you
know go to:
https://www.brethren.org/ac/nominations/
Submit all nominations by December 1, 2021. The
earlier, the better!

Food Bank Support
This time of the year we have usually supported
the Walk for the Hungry and Homeless sponsored by
Inland Valley Hope Partners. Because of the
pandemic, this year the walk will be “virtual”. Each
walker will walk at the place and time of their own
choosing. Since we only meet in person 2 times per
month, getting pledges and collecting the money is
difficult. Therefore our Service and Outreach
Commission is asking that you send the equivalent of
your usual Walk for the Hungry pledge to the church.
Either put it in the offering plate or mail it to the
church office marked for Walk for the Hungry
support.
In November we suggest food donations be
foods that could be part of a Thanksgiving dinner,
but any non-perishable foods are always appreciated
at the food bank. We will continue to bring the small
wagon to our in-person worship services and deliver
the food donations to the Beta Food Bank.
Thank you!
~~~Jerry Davis
Service & Outreach Commission

Newcomers Access Center set up apartments for refugees on the campus of the School of Theology in Claremont.
Volunteers Set Up Apartments
Refugees from Afghanistan moved into housing in Claremont set up by Newcomers Access Center (NAC) in
October. The apartments are located on the campus of the Claremont School of Theology (CST) and will
temporarily house refugee families until they can arrange permanent housing. “We are thrilled to work with the
Claremont School of Theology on housing refugees,” said Anne Thorward, NAC vice president of the board.
NAC also moved its office to the CST campus. “We now have more space to provide services,” Thorward added.
Finding temporary housing is one of the biggest challenges in resettling refugees. The fall of the Afghan
government to the Taliban happened swiftly, and after finding space, we quickly recruited volunteers and solicited
donations of furniture and supplies for the apartment units. Thanks to an article in the Los Angeles Times that
mentioned us, people from all over the Southland offered to donate and volunteer. After a few weeks, the
apartments were ready, and the first refugees arrived soon after. More families members are expected to arrive in
the weeks to come. We are working with our partners and volunteers to help family members with everything
from buying groceries, to enrolling kids in school, to learning English and myriad other tasks associated with
starting a new life in a new country after a traumatic experience. If you want to help, you can donate on our
website: Financial Contribution – Newcomers Access Center.
We also have opportunities to volunteer with transportation, tutoring, English conversation practice,
administrative help, and community outreach. To volunteer, visit the NAC website and fill out a volunteer
application. All volunteers must pass a background check and, if working in person, must be fully vaccinated.

If you have driven by our old location on Orange
Grove lately, and been saddened at the loss of the
old building, you might take joy in the following list.
Many pieces of our property will live on in loving
homes. Thank you, Diane Deal for the following
list…

10. Karen Lotton Howell found Joellen’s choir robe,
and also took the small green table from the choir
loft.

At the July 14, 2021, potluck gathering, we told of
the blessings that have come to us and to others as
we moved out of our sanctuary. Phyllis noted that
much of the church and its furnishings were
repurposed.

12. Eighty hymnals went to Enten Eller and the
Ambler Church, outside Philadelphia.

1. Mary Hines took the kitchen cupboard under the
serving window, and it is now her son-in-law’s
workbench.

11. Linda Hart took our water glasses and our largest
kettle to the La Verne Church, along with a number
of hymnals.

13. Todd Russi’s friend, John Solana,
restauranteer, networked to find receivers for
our stove and large refrigerator.

a

2. Jerry Davis said that the bushes in the rose garden
went to many homes.

14. Todd found homes for an old pulpit, for a door
from Fellowship Hall, for several of the etched
doors from the parsonage, and for the chandelier
from the parsonage, which went to Jerry Redman’s
home.

3. Unbeknownst to us, a photographer had been
taking quinceanera pictures by our rose garden for
years.

15. George Spicer salvaged the stained glass panes
from the sanctuary and gave them to a number of
congregants.

4. The scrap metal man took the swing and slide
from the play yard for his own kids. He and his wife
came the day after our deconsecration to dig up all
the remaining rose bushes. Other than the two they
took to the Shorts, they planted the bushes in their
yard for their daughter’s quinceanera next year. This
same family re-homed various toys, art supplies, and
a cabinet.

16. Janet and John Short took the stained glass
sections from the Fellowship Hall doors, and they
will flank their fireplace.

5. The rose garden fountain went to Jim Brown’s
son, a great-nephew of the Erismans.
6. John Short salvaged the wood from the pews to
make custom furniture pieces.
7. Harvey Good also took pew wood to the Hillcrest
wood shop.
8. Mary Hines had a place for the refrigerated water
fountain from the hall.
9. Randy and Jan Leonard, who run a preschool in
Blue Jay, took a reading table, a smaller table, little
chairs, some stained glass, a roll of butcher paper,
and blocks.

17. John removed parts of the Fellowship Hall
stained glass windows, namely Jesus and the
crosses, and he is storing them.
18. Janet put many odds and ends out for the
neighborhood each day.
19. A church took the glass doors to the playground
by the nursery.
20. Many people were given Cradle Roll pictures.
21. The Miller Doors plaque was sent to Stephanie
(Miller) Smythe via Kathy Gilbert.
22. At our Open House, many couples who were
married in the sanctuary returned and took their
picture in front of the cross.
23. Diane Deal contacted David Allen at the Inland
Valley Bulletin regarding the church closing. He
came to the Open House and subsequently wrote a
column, which in turn was picked up by a Ch. 4

newscast. This let more people know of our closing,
furthering contacts with those who could use items.
24. The Urangas took office supplies for their home
school, as well as some of the small Christmas play
costumes.
25. An El Monte pre-school took chairs and tables.
26. Mary Hines and Sandi Brooks took carloads of
odds and ends to Christian thrift stores.
27. Both of the turtles in the play yard have new
homes: one with Todd and Laura Deal Russi, and
the other with John Solana.
28. Crestwood has found a taker for the steeple.
29. Crestwood is responsible for incorporating our
cornerstones into a commemorative piece on the
property.
30. The Historical Society has said they would like
the tongue and groove ceiling from Fellowship Hall.
31. Kristie Graham took a pew.
32. A Crestwood person is determined to save the
sanctuary stained glass window.
33. A piano from Fellowship Hall went to a Ness
family member.
34. The Erisman Remembrance Plaque from the
rose garden was given to Sandi Brooks and Mary
Hines to send to their cousin, Joann (Erisman) in
Alaska.
35. Equipment from our wonderful soccer field was
taken by Valley Vista Services for recreation for
their workers.
36. Todd Russi salvaged three light fixtures, a linen
closet, and the front door security opening frame and
glass from the parsonage.
37. Todd took the case that the Guest Book used to
rest in. A taxidermist friend is using it for a display
case.
38. The storage container on the parsonage lot went
to Lopez Urban Farm.

39. Yvonne Belcher culled the library, keeping what
we might use, and with Karen Stewart sent the
rejects to the book salvage to be used somewhere
else. Leftover hymnals were included.
40. A window from the room in front of the
sanctuary and a few pieces of the blue glass from the
front of the Fellowship Hall went to an artist named
Lizz Redd, a friend of Katie Hart’s.
41. Janet Short took the construction paper and other
art supplies and gave them to her students who were
learning from home.
42. Some new soccer backpacks and hats became a
part of Janet Short's classroom prize box.
43. Harvey Good shortened the sanctuary cross and
refinished it for our continued use.
44. Randy Good was the recipient of a white board
for his science office on the campus of Azusa High
School.
45. The Hillcrest Woodshop is using the outdated
computer from the carillon system to play
instructional DVD's .
46. 20 hymnals went to the Church of the Living
Savior, McFarland
47. Many items from the parsonage and cottage went
to refugees/new families through NAC (see story on
p. 4)

