
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Terry Benson 

 

 It has been six long months since we last had a permanent worship 

music leader. We worked hard on our job description, sent it out to the 

world... and waited... and waited. I found myself tacking up our job 

description in all manner of places: music stores, university music 

departments, and practice halls. Then I posted it in Christian restaurants and 

attended other churches to press it into the musician's hands.  We had a 

nibble or two, but nothing that fit. In desperation, I talked about this position 

everywhere I went and always had the description in my back pocket. 

 

Banner 

We are a sharing, loving fellowship of Christian believers, rooted in biblical 

faith, that actively seeks and celebrates God. We desire to praise, love and 

serve with all our hearts in our faith community and to reach out to our 

neighbors, continuing the work of Jesus peacefully, simply, together. In 

God we find the source of all our joy. 

Hallelujah! 
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 One of those conversations led me to call Terry Benson. I almost didn't 

call because getting Terry would be like getting a Corvette when you expected 

a VW Bug. "Would he even consider us?" I wondered. 

 

 God has a beautiful way of blessing a situation, and I certainly feel 

blessed! I am proud to announce that we have hired Terry Benson! (I may 

have even done a backflip when no one was watching!) Please enjoy the 

following narrative to give you a view into who Terry is. 

  July Wheeler 
 

 

 All my life music has been a core part of who I am. As a kid, I loved 

singing in church and could never understand why so many people around 

me seemed disconnected from the hymns they were singing. Growing up, I 

was always involved in singing or playing an instrument whenever the 

opportunity arose -- most of my musical activity was in the context of faith 

and religion. 

 

 At age 17 I joined with two friends to form a folk trio, the “Wayside 

Three”, playing upright bass. We performed throughout Southern California, 

wherever churches and youth groups would have us. After High school, I 

learned guitar and began to write personal songs and music for singing 

scripture, always interested in sharing the Gospel through song. 

 

 Eventually I was called to be a pastor of a tiny church in Myrtle Beach, 

South Carolina and from there my love for music and my love for God found a 

perfect blend. Out of necessity, I began learning to play the piano (by ear) in 

my musically challenged churches and found great inspiration in the 



explosion of contemporary worship and praise music in the late nineties and 

early 2000’s. 

 

 In 1998 I was called to join the pastoral team of North Hills Church in 

Claremont, where my new bride, Diana Irizarry and I met Dr. Dennis 

Wallstrom. For nearly 20 years we collaborated in ministry and did life 

together with an amazing leadership team. One of our greatest joys was 

witnessing the wedding of Dennis and Julie Wheeler a few months before our 

retirement. 

 

 In every step and turn and surprise of my journey I have always had a 

sense of God’s purpose and leading. Nothing has been accidental, and whether 

I understood what was happening or not, I know God has always been present 

and powerful in my life. 

 

 Nowhere was this more evident than when out of the blue, Diana 

received a text from Julie a few months ago. “I have a proposal for Terry (not 

an indecent one!)” it read. It was a “God- moment” because Julie was 

“proposing” that I consider helping Pomona Fellowship with the very thing I 

thought was for me in the past: leading worship and sharing the Gospel 

through song. 

 

 As Diana says, it’s always a quiet voice, a phone call, or a text – God 

speaks to us in such unexpected ways! My answer to Pastor Julie’s invitation 

was and is a resounding, “Yes!” I am honored and blessed to be a part of what 

God is doing in Pomona and in the lives of Pomona Fellowship Church of the 

Brethren! 

  Terry Benson 
  Worship Music Leader 



those limited or confined 

for health reasons: Cathy 

Banks. 
 

We also uphold these 
members, friends and family 

members of our congregation who have prayer 
concerns: Bill Lemon & Messiah Brim. 

 
PFCOB STEWARDSHIP INFORMATION 

Through May 2026 
 

2026 Annual Budget $288,409.00 

 

Total Budget Income thru May $81,970.88 

     Giving 2026 $26,244.56 

     Interest & Other Income $55,726.32 

 

Total Budget Expense thru May -$102,479.90 

 

Budget Balance thru May ($20,509.02) 

 

May Special Non-Budget Offerings 

   Inland Valley Hope Partners - BBETA $30.00 

    Phyllis Eller Memorial $100.00 

   Capital Fund $500.00 

   ICE Out of Pomona $672.63 

   Messenger $14.50 

 

 

Upcoming Meetings 
 

Church Board:  
No meeting in July 

 
Executive Committee:  

As Needed 

 

Music & Worship:  

Tuesday, July 21, 6:30 pm 
 

Service & Outreach: 
Tuesday, July 14, 9:30 am 

 
Stewards: 

No Meeting in July 

 

Bible Study 

Every Tuesday at 7:30 p.m. over Google Meet. 

Contact Sander Eller, sandereller@gmail.com, 

for details. 

 

Breakfast Fellowship Group 

Every Wednesday at 8:00 am. in the Hillcrest 

Dining Room. Contact Mary Hines, 909-418-

4654 for details. 

 

Healed and Whole 

On the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of each month 

Healed & Whole meets for Dinner & Bible Study 

at Julie and Dennis’ house, 

845 Hillcrest Dr. Pomona, at 7:00 pm. 

 

Public Witness 

Join us for a public prayer vigil held in Pomona. 

We meet every Friday on the corner of Garey & 

Mission at 4:30 pm. For more information, 

please contact Pastor Julie, 909-720-9832. 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 

 
Birthdays 

Maya Sankey on the 1st. 

Jamie Herndon on the 2nd. 

Candace Cook on the 4th. 

Galisa Brim on the 4th. 

Rob McKellip on the 9th. 

Alan Lara on the 17th. 

Karen on the 20th. 

Linda Hart on the 23rd. 

Fabian Lara on the 25th. 

Brandon Sankey on the 29th. 

 

 

Anniversaries 

Richard & Natashua Uranga on the 11th. 

Jessica & Andy Decker on the 27th. 

 

 

If you would like to be included in the 

Birthdays & Anniversaries, please send an 

email to office@mypomonachurch.org with 

the information you wish to include. 

 

 

 

 

Giving Emphasis for  
July 

 
 

Thank you for your continued response in our 

effort to support the local food bank. Our food 

emphases for July are lunch box foods and 

school supplies. Peanut butter and jelly or 

honey is a great classic lunch box food that 

brings back memories. crackers and chicken 

and tuna are also a great lunch box item. Flour 

and other basic baking ingredients can help 

stack a pantry and create many food options. 

For all canned food please provide pop-top cans 

if possible. As always, staple items, including 

spices, baking items like flour baking soda, 

yeast, socks and feminine products are always 

needed and welcome. Thank you for your 

continued support. 
 

 

 

The giving emphasis for June is  

Camp La Verne 
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Banner articles are due by July 20th  

 
The Banner is published by the 

Pomona Fellowship Church of the Brethren 

Address: 242 E. Alvarado St. 

Pomona, CA 91767 

Office: 909-629-2548 

Pastor Julie: 909-720-9832 

Office email: office@mypomonachurch.org 

Pastor Julie email; 

pastorjulie@mypomonachurch.org 

Rudy Amaya email: 

cymc@mypomonachurch.org 

Website: mypomonachurch.org 
 

Services & Activities 
 

Sunday Worship 

10:00 a.m. in the St. Paul’s Parish Hall 

 

Sunday School 

 Elementary Children 9:15 am 
 

Bible Study on Google Meet 

Tuesdays,7:30 p.m. 
 

Fellowship Breakfast Group 

Wednesdays, 8:00 a.m. 

 

Healed & Whole Bible Study 

2nd & 4th Wednesdays 7:00 p.m. 

 
 

Julie Wheeler Pastor 

Rudy Amaya Children/Youth Ministry Cor. 

Terry Benson Worship Music Leader 

Janet Short Moderator 

Laura Lovelace Admin. Assistant

 



 



 



 

 
SUN MON TUES WED THUR FRI SAT 

   1 
 

Pastor Julie at 

Annual Conf. 

 

Fellowship 

Breakfast 

8:00am 

2 
 

Pastor Julie 

at Annual 

Conf. 

 

3 
 

Pastor Julie at 

Annual Conf. 

 

Office Closed 

for 

Independence 

Day 

4 

5 
 

Peace 

By Lucero Rojo-

Sankey 

6 7 
 

Google Meets 

Bible Study 

7:30pm 

 

8 
 

Fellowship 

Breakfast 

8:00am 

 

Healed & Whole 

7:00pm 

9 10 
 

Public Witness 

4:30pm 

 

11 

12 
 

Annual Conf. 

Report 

By Pastor Julie 

& Israel Macario 

13 14 
Service & 

Outreach 9:30am 

 

Google Meets 

Bible Study 

7:30pm 

15 
 

Fellowship 

Breakfast 

8:00am 

16 17 
 

Public Witness 

4:30pm 

18 
 

Church 

Workday 

19 20 21 
Music & 

Worship 6:30pm 

 

Google Meets 

Bible Study 

7:30pm 

22 
 

Fellowship 

Breakfast 

8:00am 

 

Healed & Whole 

7:00pm 

23 24 
 

Public Witness 

4:30pm 

 

25 

26 27 28 
 

Google Meets 

Bible Study 

7:30pm 

29 30 31 
 

Public Witness 

4:30pm 

 

 


