The Banner
We are a sharing, loving fellowship of Christian believers, rooted in biblical faith, that actively seeks and celebrates
God. We desire to praise, love and serve with all our hearts in our faith community and to reach out to our neighbors,
continuing the work of Jesus peacefully, simply, together.
In God we find the source of all our joy. Hallelujah!
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From Our Pastor…

So then, putting away falsehood, let all of us speak the truth to our neighbors, for we are members of one
another. Be angry but do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, and do not make room for the
devil. Thieves must give up stealing; rather let them labor and work honestly with their own hands, so as to
have something to share with the needy. Let no evil talk come out of your mouths, but only what is useful for
building up, as there is need, so that your words may give grace to those who hear. And do not grieve the Holy
Spirit of God, with which you were marked with a seal for the day of redemption. Put away from you all
bitterness and wrath and anger and wrangling and slander, together with all malice, and be kind to one
another, tender-hearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ has forgiven you.
Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children, and live in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for
us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.
Ephesians 4:25-5:2
Being an “imitator of God” is really a tall order. God—the All-Powerful, the Creator of the Universe, the
Miracle-Worker and Forgiver of Sins—we are to imitate this God? Talk about pressure! But thankfully, the writer
of Ephesians gives us some clues as to how we can do this. Speaking kindly to one another, resisting bitterness
and wrath, and showing forgiveness—these are qualities of God that are certainly within the human capacity to
reflect.
However this might seem like an impossible task these days, when the siloes and echo chambers in which we
find ourselves teach us to view “the other” not just as a person with a different perspective but as an enemy.
After a 2011 shooting in Tucson, Arizona that killed 6 people and injured 13 others, President Barack Obama, in
a speech to the nation, reminded us, “At a time when our discourse has become so sharply polarized—at a time
when we are far too eager to lay the blame for all that ails the world at the feet of those who happen to think
differently than we do—it’s important for us to pause for a moment and make sure that we’re talking with each
other in a way that heals, not in a way that wounds.”
Ephesians 4:29 instructs, “Let no evil talk come out of your mouths, but only what is useful for building up, as
there is need, so that your words may give grace to those who hear.” Are we speaking to one another in ways
that bring words of healing, grace, and peace to those around us? Or are we speaking with the intent to wound,
to get the last word, to put someone in their place? May God help us put away all malice as we seek to live in
love, as Christ loved us.
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Lauren

…those limited or confined
for health reasons: Cathy
Banks, Faith Eikenberry,
Marcheta Pletcher.
We also uphold these
members, friends and family
members of our congregation who have prayer
concerns:

BIRTHDAYS
6)

Judy Brooks
Bill Lemon
Rochelle Lovelace

7)
10)

District Prayer Calendar – May
Prince of Peace (Sacramento) (COB &
American Baptist)
May 8 For the Church of the Brethren national
staff and the Mission & Ministry Board
May 15 Glendale Church of the Brethren
May 22 For the global Church of the Brethren
congregations in Nigeria, Spain,
Dominican Republic, Haiti, India,
Democratic Republic of Congo, and Brazil
May 29 Camps La Verne and Peaceful Pines, our
two camps and the summer of ministry

21)
22)

May 1

PFCOB STEWARDSHIP INFORMATION
Through March 2022
2022 Annual Budget
Giving ’22
Interest & Other Income ’22
Total Budget Income thru March
Total Budget Expense thru March
Budget Balance thru March
March Special Non-Budget Offerings
Inland Valley Hope Partners Beta
Capital Fund
Newcomers’ Access Center
COB One Great Hour of Sharing
Items Sold

$196,085.00
$26,385.00
$28,412.19
$54,797.19
$(47,062.14)

28)

Jakeh Landrum
Peggy Redman
Bill Lemon
Rochelle Lovelace
Casey Deal
Kathy Gilbert
Cody Smith
Winter Dellenback
Samuel McKellip
Shirley Ness

ANNIVERSARIES
22)

Paul & Linda Lovelace

1976

May Worship Schedule
As a reminder that we are rotating between in-person
and Zoom worship, here is the schedule for
upcoming worships:
May 1, in-person at St. Paul’s, baby dedication for
Baby Leo Cohen, Guest speaker, Russ Matteson.
Worship will be followed by a Congregational
meeting to discuss a possible new mission project.
May 8, ZOOM worship, followed by our regular
Congregational Business Meeting
May 15, in-person at St. Paul’s
May 22, ZOOM worship
May 29, ZOOM worship

$7,735.05

$215.00
$70.00
$50.00
$125.00
$200.00

If you have any questions, please call Acia in the
office.
Every Tuesday at 7:30 p.m., Bible Study over
Google Meet. Contact Sander Eller for details.

Upcoming Zoom Meetings
Congregational Meeting, Sunday, May 1,
following in-person worship
Stewards, Tuesday, May 3, 6:30 p.m.
Congregational Business Meeting, Sunday, May 8,
following Zoom worship
Service & Outreach, Tuesday, May 10, 10:00 a.m.
Music & Worship, Wednesday, May 11, 11:00 a.m.
Executive Committee, Thursday, May 12, 6:30 p.m.
Church Board, Thursday, May 26, 6:30 p.m.
Banner articles are due on May 20

Pastor Lauren’s schedule
On May 3-6, Pastor Lauren will be traveling to
Chicago to participate in a clergy retreat through
Bethany Fellows. Funded by the Disciples of Christ
denomination, Bethany Fellows is a mentoring and
spiritual leadership ministry for young clergy in
their first four years of congregational service.
Bethany Fellows serves congregations by assisting
newly ordained pastors in their transition from
seminary to sustained congregational ministry with
a strengthened, healthy pastoral identity.
Through a series of retreats, strategically scheduled
every 6 months, a total of 8 retreats over 4 years (40
days!), Fellows build upon their seminary
experience and theological education in prayer
practices and spiritual disciplines, which sustain the
soul for a life-time of parish life. Each retreat
experience contains worship, solitude, and multiple
learning components tailored to the emerging needs
of their congregations. The retreat includes a site
visit to cutting-edge congregations that stimulates
fresh creativity for at-home ministry. Regular
coaching sessions and webinars throughout the year
hone their ability to read congregational systems,
make appropriate interventions, sustain inner vision,
and inspire those around them while discovering
effective networking skills.
Pomona Fellowship financially supports Pastor
Lauren’s participation in this program, and for this
she is grateful.

From PFCOB Service and Outreach
Commission …
Each month the Pomona Fellowship Church of the
Brethren Service and Outreach Commission
recommends money and food giving opportunities
above and beyond regular pledges to our church.
For May, 2022, the recommended money
opportunity is the Church of the Brethren Pentecost
Offering, and the recommended food opportunity is
placing canned vegetables and rice in the Inland
Valley Hope Partners food wagon at St. Paul’s when
we meet for Sunday service there.
The Church of the Brethren Pentecost Offering
highlights our passion for calling and equipping
fearless disciples and leaders, renewing and planting
churches, and transforming communities.
Inland Valley Hope Partners brings together faith
communities, businesses, individual and community
groups, and ensures the empowerment of people in
need by providing food, shelter and supportive
services.

The Banner is published by the
Pomona Fellowship Church of the Brethren
Office address: 363 S. Park Avenue, Suite #202
Pomona, CA 91766
(909) 629-2548
Email: Office@MyPomonaChurch.org
Website: MyPomonaChurch.org
Services & Activities
Sunday Worship over Zoom
Sunday, 10:00 a.m.
Bible Study over Google Meet
Rev. Lauren Seganos Cohen
Janet Short
Acia Jernigan

Tuesday, 7:30 p.m.
Pastor
Moderator
Admin. Assistant

The Banner is published once a month. Articles and announcements
to appear in the next issue of the Banner are due in the church office
by the 20th of each month.

Pomona Fellowship Welcomes
New Member Jessica Decker
On Sunday, April 3, we welcomed Jessica Decker as
our newest member. Below is her introduction to us
so we can get to know her better.
I was born and raised in the Church of the Brethren.
At the time of my birth, my father was serving as the
pastor of the Glade Valley Church of the Brethren in
Walkersville, Maryland. Eventually, we moved to
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, where he served as the
pastor for the Ridgeway Church of the Brethren. We
lived in the parsonage there, and I have many fond
childhood memories of the immense property that
included a giant garden, a small creek full of
crawdads, beautiful daffodils, and a whole softball
field. We eventually left that amazing house to move
to San Diego, which is where my parents still live. I
was baptized at the First Church of the Brethren in
San Diego by Pastor Jeff Glass. I first came to know
the Pomona Fellowship congregation through my
time as a summer service worker from the University
of La Verne in the summer of 1996. Even after my
summer service term ended, I continued to stay
connected to the church thanks to George and Jan
Spicer, who graciously adopted me, routinely drove
me to church on Sundays, and could always be
counted on to bring an extra place setting to any
potlucks. Shortly after graduating from ULV, I ended
up getting hired as a third grade teacher in Azusa
Unified School District just a few weeks before
school started. I hadn’t had time to find a place to
live, so Pastor Jonathan Shively arranged for me to
stay in the guest house of the parsonage at Pomona
Fellowship (and even spent a few evenings
babysitting Ben)! In 2002, I married my college

sweetheart, Andy. We now live in Alta Loma with
our two children, Ethan (15) and Avery (12). I am in
my 13th year as a professor of education at the
University of La Verne. In my free time, I enjoy
reading, playing board games with the family, and
watching sports (F1 racing, ice hockey, and
baseball). I’m so happy to have officially joined the
Pomona Fellowship Church of the Brethren and am
looking forward to getting to know everyone better.

