
 
 

We are a sharing, loving fellowship of Christian believers, rooted in biblical faith, that actively seeks and celebrates 

God. We desire to praise, love and serve with all our hearts in our faith community and to reach out to our neighbors, 

continuing the work of Jesus peacefully, simply, together. 

In God we find the source of all our joy. Hallelujah! 
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From Our Pastor… 

 

Recently, Jason and I watched the new Netflix movie “Don’t Look Up,” an apocalyptic story starring Leonardo 

DiCaprio and Jennifer Lawrence. (Admittedly, we took several nights to get through the whole movie because 

we have an infant and we’re tired!) The movie is a political satire about a pair of scientists who discover a 

comet on a direct path to strike the Earth in 6 months. They try to warn the United States president (played by 

Meryl Streep), who doesn’t take the threat seriously, and then eventually they go on media tour to warn the 

rest of the world. Unfortunately half the world doesn’t believe them, essentially calling it “fake news.”  

 

I won’t spoil the movie for you, but one scene in particular stuck with me. Towards the end of the story, many 

of the main characters are gathered together for a dinner at one of the scientist’s homes. The scene is rife with 

anxiety and fear about the comet. In a moment of quiet inspiration, the characters decide to start sharing things 

they are grateful for. One of the scientists wonders if they should say amen; they aren’t a very religious family, 

he explains, so he’s not sure how it works. The boyfriend of one of the characters quietly responds, “I’ve got 

this,” and begins to pray.  

 

“Dearest Father and Almighty Creator,” he prays, “we ask for your grace tonight, despite our pride; your 

forgiveness, despite our doubt. Most of all, Lord, we ask for your love to soothe us through these dark times. 

May we face whatever is to come in your divine will with courage and open hearts of acceptance.” 

 

What a beautiful prayer, we thought, both for the movie and for our times today. While the film was intended 

to be a commentary on the looming threat of climate change (and its unfortunate politicization), this prayer is 

one that also speaks to us today, in the midst of this ongoing global pandemic. This prayer asks for simple things 

that are truly all we need to survive turbulent times, and whether the filmmakers intended to or not, the 

elements of this prayer are based soundly in scripture. 

 

Lord, we ask for grace, despite our pride, our selfishness, our impatience. (2 Corinthians 12:9) 

We ask for forgiveness, despite our doubt, our apathy (1 John 1:9) 

Above all things, we ask for love to comfort us when we are afraid. (1 John 4:18) 

Help us to face what is to come with courage. (Joshua 1:9) 

Help us to face what is to come with openness. (Philippians 4:6-8) 

 

This is my prayer for our congregation during our season of discernment and this ongoing pandemic. May God 

hear our prayers for grace, forgiveness, and love. 

 

With you, 

Pastor Lauren 

The Banner  

  



 

…those limited or confined 

for health reasons: Cathy 

Banks, Faith Eikenberry, 

Marcheta Pletcher. 

 

We also uphold these 

members, friends and family 

members of our congregation who have prayer 

concerns: 

 

Judy Brooks 

Bill Lemon 

Rochelle Lovelace 

 

District Prayer Calendar – February 

 

Feb. 6 Centro Ágape en Acción (Los Banos) 

congregation 

Feb. 13 San Diego Church of the Brethren 

Feb. 20 Church of the Living Savior (McFarland) 

Feb. 27 Restoration LA congregation 

 

 

PFCOB STEWARDSHIP INFORMATION 

Through December 2021 

 
2021 Annual Budget $220,891.00 

 

     Giving ’21 $102,481.71 
     Interest & Other Income ’21 $25,279.29 

Total Budget Income thru Dec. $127,761.00 

 

Total Budget Expense thru Dec. $(158,834.88) 
Plus Budget overage from 2020 $4,224.32 

Budget Balance thru December $(26,849.56) 

 
December Special Non-Budget Offerings 

  Capital Fund $95.00 

  Inland Valley Hope Partners Beta $205.00 

  Newcomers’ Access Center $209.00 
  Messenger Fund $54.00 

  Adopt-a-Family $100.00 

  Women’s Fellowship $25.00 
  

 

Camp La Verne Banquet Update: 

Due to the surge in COVID numbers, the Camp 

Banquet has been postponed until April 9, 2022. 

 

 

 
BIRTHDAYS 

  5) Connie Good 

  9) Karin Herndon 

10) Frank Ness 

14) Laurie McKellip 

 Spencer Smith 

17) Jason Cohen 

18) Wanda Lacy 

21) Franklin Hemsworth 

24) Jan Spicer 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

(none) 

 

 

Worship Update 

On Thursday January 13, the Executive Committee 

of our church voted to affirm a recommendation from 

our Music & Worship Commission to suspend in-

person worship services and move all services back 

to Zoom until COVID cases are lower. COVID-19 

cases are at an all-time high in our area and around 

the country, and the exponential rise of the Omicron 

variant cases, combined with new Hillcrest and LA 

County restrictions, informed this decision. We 

acknowledge that this is very difficult for everyone 

to move back to all virtual gatherings, but we are not 

willing to put anyone at risk during this time, 

especially our oldest and youngest church members. 

Please continue to wear your masks (N95 or KN95 if 

possible), avoid large group gatherings, and 

remember Jesus’ command to care for the least of 

these (Matthew 25:40). Thank you for your patience 

and please pray for our church leadership as we once 

again pivot and make difficult decisions to keep our 

community safe. 

Pastor Lauren Seganos Cohen 

& Janet Short, Moderator 

on behalf of Executive Committee 

 



 

Upcoming Zoom Meetings 

Service & Outreach, Tuesday, February 8, 

 10:00 a.m. 

Music & Worship, Wednesday, February 9, 

 11:00 a.m. 

Congregational Business Meeting, Sunday, 

 February 13, after Zoom worship 

Executive Committee, Thursday, February 17, 

 6:30 p.m. 

Stewards, Tuesday, March 8, 6:30 p.m. 

Church Board, Thursday, March 17, 6:00 

 (early time to meet with Ian Bishop 

 from Ameriprise) 

Banner articles are due on February 20 

 

Every Tuesday at 7:30 p.m., Bible Study over  

Google Meet. Contact Sander Eller for details. 

 

 

 

From Service and  Outreach 

 

One of the most successful programs addressing 

poverty and food insecurity started by the Church of 

the Brethren has been Heifer International. It has 

been so successful that there are projects on every 

continent in the world except Antarctica. There have 

even been projects in the United States. 

The goal of HI is to eradicate hunger in the world by 

providing those in need with the means to supply 

their own food. This is done by providing a “starter” 

of protein-rich food which is usually some animal, 

support and training in its care, and sharing 

offspring. 

We are partners in this effort through our church 

budget. If you are interested in learning more, check 

with any member of Service & Outreach. 

~~~Phyllis Eller 

Service & Outreach Commission 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Volunteer Opportunity 

Back in November, several 

members of our church 

volunteered with the 

Newcomers Access Center, a 

local organization that helps to 

resettle immigrants and 

refugees. A new group of 

Afghan refugees is arriving in 

our area and the NAC is once again providing new 

shoes to these families. Our congregation has been 

asked to return to help measure feet to fit these new 

shoes. 

 

The date is 

Monday, February 

21 (Presidents’ 

Day, the schools 

are closed). The 

time will likely be 

between 9:30 a.m. 

and 4:00 p.m. You 

can volunteer for a 

1 or 2 hour shift 

anytime that day. 

 

If you are 

interested, please 

contact Pastor 

Lauren. You will need to fill out a volunteer 

application on the NAC website in advance. To 

learn more about the Newcomers Access Center, 

visit https://www.newcomersaccesscenter.org/.  

~~~Pastor Lauren 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Faith’s Role in Love 

 

In It’s Okay Not to Be Okay, Christian author Sheila 

Walsh looks at the all-encompassing love that Jesus 

expects of his followers. He commands us to “love 

the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 

your soul and with all your strength and with all your 

mind, and your neighbor as yourself” (Luke 10:27, 

ESV). 

 

But we can’t love that way without faith, Walsh 

writes. “I’m not living by faith if I have an answer 

to everything. If I understand everything God does 

or doesn’t do, then all I need to love him with is my 

mind. We’re called to love him with more.” That 

“more,” she explains, involves these paradoxes: 

“We love with all our heart, even when it’s broken. 

We love with our soul, even when our humanity 

wrestles against our situation. We love with our 

strength, even when it’s almost gone. We love with 

our mind, even when we don’t understand.” 

 

Even if God’s purposes and plans don’t make sense 

here on earth, we can heed this advice from the great 

preacher Charles Spurgeon: “When we cannot trace 

[God’s] hand, we must trust his heart.” 

 

~~~from The Newsletter Newsletter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Banner is published by the 

Pomona Fellowship Church of the Brethren 

Office address: 363 S. Park Avenue, Suite #202 

Pomona, CA 91766 

(909) 629-2548 

mail: Office@MyPomonaChurch.org 

Website: MyPomonaChurch.org 

 

Services & Activities 

Sunday Worship over Zoom Sunday, 10:00 a.m. 

 

Bible Study over Google Meet Tuesday, 7:30 p.m. 

 

Rev. Lauren Seganos Cohen Pastor 

Janet Short Moderator 

Acia Jernigan Admin. Assistant 

 
The Banner is published once a month. Articles and announcements 

to appear in the next issue of the Banner are due in the church office  

by the 20th of each month. 
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